Connecting the Dots and Claiming the Future: 

Climate Change, the North Minneapolis Tornado, and Economic Justice

August 16, 2011

Kwanzaa Church

Co-sponsored by EJAM, CEED

Beginning with food until 6:30pm, Introductions -Michael Neumann

Cultural Presentation – Louis Alemayehu

In Attendance:

45 people

-CEED members

-EJAM members

-at least 10 members from North side affected by tornado

-Spanish interpreter

-Hmong interpreter

My table:

Subbu

Mindy

Hui

Tammy

Jenny

Michael Neumann begins with EJAM intro 

--focus environmental health of communities and how we survive

--working with communities to help understand the socio-economic political barriers

--take responsibilities to clean air, water, shelter, soil

--helping increase income, making accessible, healthier foods

approach in revitalizing knowledge and values already existent in the communities we work with –we’re all connected, we all have responsibilities.

Dr. Brewer – “Climate change, climate justice effects all of us.” 

-Community conversation about climate justice, environmental justice

-North Minneapolis –latin american, black, hmong

----economic, racial, and social justice tied together. 

Cultural blessing by Louis A.
holy earth, all the earth is holy…it’s our only hope. Let us touch with kind hands, blessing all the lives…

Community conversation/dialogue:

Keeping in mind the kind of catastrophes that have happened in the past 7 years:

N. Mpls. Tornado, Oil Spill, Tsunami
How did we arrive at this point in history? Goes back in the days when people began to industrialize, colonization, creating big cities…

Take a sheet and pass it around. 

Question #1

If a climate disaster occurred, such as a tornado, are you in a situation to deal with it?  What keeps us from that? How would we deal with such situations?
Jenny (runs a CSA)
We were fortunate the tornado did not hit our house, if it hit us in a mild way it would have been disasterous…insurance coverage lacking. Major hit would have been covered.

Tammy (North Minneapolis resident)
N. Mpls rich with resources and love of community. Everybody came together. I’m not a homeowner, so it wouldn’t have affected me as much.

Mindy (runs an Interfaith org)
S. Mpls local. Extent of damage, maybe, maybe not. Family near by. Snowstorms last year, watching everyone share the snow blower. 

Hui (Prof. in Women’s Studies and Race and Ethnicity in St. Kates)
What is a climate disaster? Japan… how do you deal with something like that. Height of tsunami… Japanese people are an island nation. From China originally, might a tsunami at sometime. Built levies. 

To a certain extent, no amount of planning can save you from certain disasters? Have to think what are the causes of such events. 

Subbu (justice activist)
Not close to sea, not close to mountain. Never entered my consciousness. It would have to be at a community level. Which community? 

Hui 

It would affect the infrastructure, how government responds depending on which neighborhood.

What are we used to?  How dependant are we to certain resoucrces being available on a continuous level. 

TABLE STORIES  --are we prepared?

#1 –

Tammy

key ideas –

-support of community is essential. sharing resources. stories.

-never think about it. location wasn’t near anything major.

Who was expecting that tornado? –Louis

#2 –

Days after tornado, there’s a van that she couldn’t recognize. SWAT van scared her. She’s not recognizing her own neighborhood. She has to relax and call her family/friends… even though it was her neighborhood, which she couldn’t recognize without trees. There were men with their guns out. If it weren’t in N. side, would it be the same? Would they have their guns drawn out, especially without any active looters.

#3

The way in which the public perception, is that tornados are these natural things. But the reality is the impact on our communities will be very different depending on who we are and historically what police presence means? What is safty to the communities?

Which houses and infrastructure are built better and which are not? These are not accidents.

#4

Incidents of looting were not as widespread as people think. Everybody cared for each other, media made it worse.

#5

I was in the tornado, maybe an hour after, nobody ran to take care of the kids? That bothered me more than anything, land, property don’t matter as much as my kids. It was sad to see how these kids, when you looked into their eyes, there was nothing. They were like zombies. It really hit home to go through a traumatic experience with my kids. We need to focus on our future, our kids. We need to prepare for tomorrow, throughout our communities. A lot kids getting involved in it, because they are starting to trust the earth because of what happened. We need to focus on them more to let them know these things are going to happen, but it will be alright. 

SO what are we going to do?

Question #2

I understand how climate change affects me economically… do you? how do you understand it in your life?

Table 1

There’s no way we can understand it so broadly..

Cost of food, opportunities to make it better?

Changing those dependencies on things, taking care of the options we have to provide for ourselves, to grow, etc. 

The foods that we do know how to grow may not grow here anymore if climate continues to change. What about the food that grow here that we ignore, that we could be eating. 

Transportation. The oil. Being able to afford to drive. Cost of heating/cooling home are going up…. 

More and more localized dependencies, rather than globalize, living more directly to how we make food. 

Current system of economic growth being unlimited should be no longer desirable. Change in growth and progress model. 

TABLE STORIES:

How people understand that climate change has already affected them economically

#1

We have the local newspaper, earlier we can rely on it for cold and hot. Holidays. These last several years have been so screwy, that people don’t advertise as normally, and buyers aren’t ordering as they would before. Hum of commerce has been disrupted.

#2

The things that I do in my life. I’m a fisherperson, the fish you used to eat before, people don’t want to eat them any more. At odd times, the waters have been down and up, and waters have been filled with ---things.

#3

We talked about heath. And long term health costs as people go through long term traumatic experiences.

#4

Care for kids who stay home from school, due to weather. Costs.

#5

Use of air conditioning extensively 
#6

People used to be able to tell the weather through their bodies, but they no longer do to the same extent.

#7

Farming –lagging with corporate ownership and changes that are necessary but because the seasons are playing all kinds of tricks, tomatoes are green. We have to start experimenting with different kinds of food crops to grow in our home and community gardens. 

#8

Blessings of having new immigrants live here and share their knowledge with us.

What do you notice with your crops?

#9

Beans and tomatoes are late.

Japanese beetles are eating a lot of things and multiplying.

Peas taking a longer to grow. I don’t know anymore. 

Early wet, spring this year. Sometimes you have to plant two or three times to grown this year.

#10

Cultural complacency of everything being  a certain way, in terms of climate, when we eant them to be. We have an opportunity of create our own economic resources, and more resilience. 

What can be done? How can we empower ourselves?

Key is keeping our mindset in the realm of opportunity and sustainability.

Changing the empty lots to CSAs, community gardens.  Problem is getting water to those areas, but economically the cost of watering with out paying so much. We paid a 100 for ours, that’s a lot.

TO be able to respond when “first responders” aren’t there to respond…so who in our communities can help us through it with alternative resources. The city can help train through our own needs and abilities.

A warrior is always prepared. We hav to think ahead and figure out how we are going to get resources

#11

How can EJAM help build mud brick homes in our vacant lots?! Say through miraculous money.

Panel Discussion (8pm)

Cecilia Martinez – Prof. University Delaware

Pueblo. Guiding my work. –

Prophecies –children one day there will be a time when you have eyes when you cannot see, when you have a mind but will not be able to understand…and we will no longer be pueblo.

We are changing the world that our ancestors gave us. We are changing the weather, sun, wind…there’s a time when we won’t even be able to recognize our earth. 

The people who are making decisions about policies, we have to learn their language to let them know what is happening in our neighborhoods. 

Shalini Gupta –Dir. CEED

Climate change wasn’t necessarily created by us, but we aren’t going to be the most effective by what’s happening if we don’t engage with it. 

Policies to solve climate change that will effect our daily lives, increase in prices, etc. how we make out transportation system work for us. 

Tara Chadwick  -- EJAM

Lack of identity and lack of relationship with our earth. Earth is where everything begins.

Bring that knowledge that we already have NOW. 

Earth housing. 

Q & A

I just met a lady, in the Hawthorne community, who has organized 80 architects to help, consult and build different types of houses to deal with climate change. “Rebuilding It Right.”
Any interest in making an earth block demonstration for adobe house? Yes!
I was with a group that went to see earth block houses in Iowa, and the house withstood an earthquake, hurricanes, tornadoes.

The problem with climate change is that it’s so complex. These efforts are ways to org. the community to build a political presence, we want to sustain and stop climate change. 

How to build a connection to the earth, and how to teach our kids to build their own society?

We have to work at it and unbrainwash everyone, especially our kids. 

Question of 2012. 

